DORKING JUNIOR CHARITY CUP FINAL…….   FRIDAY 15th May 2009.

MICKLEHAM OLD BOX HILLIANS FC  5  V  NEWDIGATE FC  6  aet + penalties.

The Dorking Junior Charity Cup rarely fails to serve up an exciting final and this must have been one of the most dramatic. Conditions assisted in that, with driving rain descending prior to and for most of the first half. Immense credit to both teams and the officials, led by genial maestro Alan Watkins, for creating another memorable Meadowbank night.

On a pitch glistening with pools of water, though never near unplayable, early moves broke down more through hasty play than the conditions. Mickleham had the better of the early exchanges but it was Newdigate, yet to have their name engraved on the 86yr old trophy, whose greater commitment gave them the initiative for most of the first half, urged on by shrill support from the main stand. On 20 minutes they got their reward when Zino Palatzi, whose trickery had already threatened to open up the Mickleham defence, was allowed far too much room in the box; pivoting on his favoured left foot, his cross-shot found the bottom right corner.

Mickleham responded and a late challenge on the dangerous Yeomans earned Drew the first yellow card. Clark’s free kick was allowed to land just in front of goal but a Newdigate boot squeezed the ball away for an unproductive corner. Mickleham pressure was mounting and an excellent move begun by Yeomans and Davis ended with Clark’s shot from the right being deflected behind. Moss headed over from the corner. Even so Newdigate had good chances to increase their lead; an excellent cross from Drew, wide on the left, saw Suckling fail to connect at the far post; Palatzi was just thwarted by Mason in the Mickleham goal when his defence failed to deal with a high bouncing ball and Suckling blazed over again as the half ended.

The rain had relented and the lights were on as the second half began. Newdigate again began the stronger. Matt Jee’s alert free kick saw Trower through, only for him to clear the bar wastefully. Micks central defenders, Chris Badger, often strongly heading away and Currie were covering most things but the introduction of Shaw’s speed saw him race through to screw wide with another chance falling foul of the offside flag. Excellent interplay from Yeomans, Clark and Davis for Micks foundered in front of goal.

On 65minutes came Newdigate’s killer blow…. we thought. Their opponents again failed to deal with a high bouncing ball in the area allowing Suckling to shoot; sub Martin Shaw was on hand to gleefully  hammer home. Mickleham substitutions brought on Greenward to spearhead the attack but it was Yeomans again, put through by Mark Badger, who found the side netting. At the other end Mason was sharply down to push a skidding ball wide.

With just five minutes remaining Micks got a deserved goal; found in front of goal by Yeomans, supersub Greenward stabbed the ball home. There was still time for Yeomans to get himself carded for a challenge which left Bettesworth, the least busy keeper on the night, needing attention. But there was clearly no malice….it wasn’t that sort of game. Then the unthinkable happened: with the full time whistle one short breath away, Chris Badger, now in a forward role, astutely back-headed to Greenward whose control and shot on the turn levelled the scores. A real kick in the box for Newdigate.

With cramp attacks increasing and in a great atmosphere created by supporters massed undercover either side of the pitch, 20 minutes of extra time was played - end to end but with no resolution. The drama of floodlit penalties under blackened skies ensued. Newdigate’s Bettesworth became the hero, diving to save Mickleham’s first and fifth penalties. The Charity Cup had new winners: Newdigate were to lift the trophy at last, ultimately winning 5 – 6. 

Mr Jack Collins, Chairman of Dorking FC, presented the trophy and medals in front of the still raucous main stand, with some of the loudest cheers for Newdigate mascot Michael Jee whose 21st birthday it was. Thanks must also be expressed for the efforts of Ray Collins which had enabled Meadowbank, once again, to stage a memorable final.

